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01/11/2021 – ATTUALE – Milan, Italia 
NEUROCHIRURGO, DIRIGENTE MEDICO DI I° LIVELLO – FONDAZIONE IRCCS ISTITUTO
NEUROLOGICO "CARLO BESTA" 

In qualità di neurochirurgo, faccio parte della UOC neurochirurgia 3 (neurochirurgia funzionale, Dir. Drssa
Nazzi), che si occupa del trattamento della quasi totalità delle patologie di interesse neurochirurgico.
In particolare, sono responsabile chirurgico del programma di chirurgia dell'epilessia dell'Istituto (Dir. Dr De
Curtis), in collaborazione con la UOC Neurologia 7 - Epilettologia Clinica e Sperimentale e con la UOC
Neurologia dello Sviluppo.

01/10/2018 – 31/10/2021 
NEUROCHIRURGO, DIRIGENTE MEDICO DI I° LIVELLO – ASST GOM NIGUARDA 

In qualità di neurochirurgo, faccio parte del team del Centro per la Chirurgia dell'Epilessia "C.Munari". Mi
occupo quindi degli aspetti chirurgici del trattamento di pazienti (adulti e pediatrici) affetti da epilessia
focale farmaco-resistente. 

01/10/2016 – 30/09/2018 
NEUROCHIRURGO E RICERCATORE – ASST GOM NIGUARDA E UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI
PARMA 

01/02/2015 – 31/01/2016 – London, Regno Unito 
CLINICAL ASSISTANT IN NEUROSURGERY – NATIONAL HOSPITAL FOR NEUROLOGY AND
NEUROSURGERY - UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LONDON 

01/05/2015 – 01/05/2019 
STEREOTACTIC AND FUNCTIONAL NEUROSURGERY DIPLOMA – European Society for
Stereotactic and Functional Neurosurgery 

17/05/2010 – 31/05/2016 
SPECIALIZZAZIONE IN NEUROCHIRURGIA – Università degli Studi di Milano 

70/70 cum laude  

01/10/2003 – 20/07/2009 
LAUREA IN MEDICINA E CHIRURGIA – Università degli Studi di Pavia 

Tesi: Trattamento chirurgico della distonia 

110/110 cum laude  
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Cossu M, Nichelatti M, De Benedictis A, Rizzi M. Lateral versus vertical hemispheric
disconnection for epilepsy: a systematic review and meta-analysis. J Neurosurg. 2021 Oct
15:1-11. doi: 10.3171/2021.5.JNS21949. 

Rizzi M, Gambini O, Marras CE. Posterior hypothalamus as a target in the treatment of
aggression: From lesioning to deep brain stimulation. Handb Clin Neurol. 2021;182:95-106.
doi: 10.1016/B978-0-12-819973-2.00007-1. 

Roth J, Constantini S, Ekstein M, Weiner HL, Tripathi M, Chandra PS, Cossu M, Rizzi M, Bollo
RJ, Machado HR, Santos MV, Keating RF, Oluigbo CO, Rutka JT, Drake JM, Jallo GI, Shimony
N, Treiber JM, Consales A, Mangano FT, Wisoff JH, Teresa Hidalgo E, Bingaman WE, Gupta A,
Erdemir G, Sundar SJ, Benifla M, Shapira V, Lam SK, Fallah A, Maniquis CAB, Tisdall M, Chari
A, Cinalli G, Blount JP, Dorfmüller G, Christine Bulteau, Uliel-Sibony S. Epilepsy surgery in
infants up to 3 months of age: Safety, 

Pérez-García F, Dorent R, Rizzi M, Cardinale F, Frazzini V, Navarro V, Essert C, Ollivier I,
Vercauteren T, Sparks R, Duncan JS, Ourselin S. A self-supervised learning strategy for
postoperative brain cavity segmentation simulating resections. Int J Comput Assist Radiol
Surg. 2021 Jun 13. doi: 10.1007/s11548-021-02420-2. 

Revay M, Rizzi M, d'Orio P, Castana L. Complications in stereoelectroencephalography: are
we too severe? Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2021 Jun 11. doi: 10.1007/s00701-021-04878-0. 

Mariani V, Sartori I, Revay M, Mai R, Lizio D, Berta L, Rizzi M, Cossu M. Intraoperative
Corticocortical Evoked Potentials for Language Monitoring in Epilepsy Surgery. World
Neurosurg. 2021 Jul;151:e109-e121. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.2021.03.141. 
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Rizzi M, Castana L, d'Orio P, Cardinale F. Letter to the Editor. Zero complications in SEEG: a
goal to pursue. J Neurosurg. 2020 Dec 25:1-3. doi: 10.3171/2020.9.JNS203440. 

Barba C, Cossu M, Guerrini R, Di Gennaro G, Villani F, De Palma L, Grisotto L, Consales A,
Battaglia D, Zamponi N, d'Orio P, Revay M, Rizzi M, Casciato S, Esposito V, Quarato PP, Di
Giacomo R, Didato G, Pastori C, Pavia GC, Pellacani S, Matta G, Pacetti M, Tamburrini G,
Cesaroni E, Colicchio G, Vatti G, Asioli S, Caulo M; TLE Study Group, Marras CE, Tassi L.
Temporal lobe epilepsy surgery in children and adults: A multicenter study. Epilepsia. 2021
Jan;62(1):128-142. doi: 10.1111/epi.16772. 

Cardinale F, Rizzi M, d'Orio P, Castana L. Stereotactic accuracy of
stereoelectroencephalography procedures should be measured at both the entry and
target points. Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2020 Sep 9. doi: 10.1007/s00701-020-04574-5. 

Cossu M, d'Orio P, Barba C, Asioli S, Cardinale F, Casciato S, Caulo M, Colicchio G, Consales
A, D'Aniello A, De Benedictis A, De Palma L, Didato G, Di Gennaro G, Di Giacomo R, Esposito
V, Guerrini R, Nichelatti M, Revay M, Rizzi M, Vatti G, Villani F, Zamponi N, Tassi L, Marras
CE. Focal Cortical Dysplasia IIIa in Hippocampal Sclerosis-Associated Epilepsy: Anatomo-
Electro-Clinical Profile and Surgical Results From a Multicentric Retrospective Study.
Neurosurgery. 2021 Jan 13;88(2):384-393. 

Scorza D, Rizzi M, De Momi E, Cortés C, Bertelsen Á, Cardinale F. Knowledge-based
automated planning system for StereoElectroEncephaloGraphy: A center-based scenario. J
Biomed Inform. 2020 Aug;108:103460. doi: 10.1016/j.jbi.2020.103460. 

Hadji SE, Moccia S, Scorza D, Rizzi M, Cardinale F, Baselli G, Momi E. Brain-vascular
segmentation for SEEG planning via a 3D fully-convolutional neural network. Annu Int Conf
IEEE Eng Med Biol Soc. 2019 Jul;2019:1014-1017. doi: 10.1109/EMBC.2019.8857456. 

Cardinale F, Rizzi M, Vignati E, Cossu M, Castana L, d'Orio P, Revay M, Costanza MD, Tassi L,
Mai R, Sartori I, Nobili L, Gozzo F, Pelliccia V, Mariani V, Lo Russo G, Francione S.
Stereoelectroencephalography: retrospective analysis of 742 procedures in a single centre.
Brain. 2019 Sep 1;142(9):2688-2704. doi: 10.1093/brain/awz196. 

Levi V, Messina G, Franzini A, Laurenzio NED, Franzini A, Tringali G, Rizzi M. Antibiotic
Impregnated Catheter Coating Technique for Deep Brain Stimulation Hardware Infection:
An Effective Method to Avoid Intracranial Lead Removal. Oper Neurosurg (Hagerstown).
2020 Mar 1;18(3):246-253. doi: 10.1093/ons/opz118. 

Mariani V, Revay M, D'Orio P, Rizzi M, Pelliccia V, Nichelatti M, Bottini G, Nobili L, Tassi L,
Cossu M. Prognostic factors of postoperative seizure outcome in patients with temporal
lobe epilepsy and normal magnetic resonance imaging. J Neurol. 2019 Sep;266(9):2144-2156.
doi: 10.1007/s00415-019-09394-x. 

Rodionov R, O'Keeffe A, Nowell M, Rizzi M, Vakharia VN, Wykes V, Eriksson SH, Miserocchi
A, McEvoy AW, Ourselin S, Duncan JS. Increasing the accuracy of 3D EEG implantations. J
Neurosurg. 2019 May 17:1-8. doi: 10.3171/2019.2.JNS183313. 

Rizzi M, Revay M, d'Orio P, Scarpa P, Mariani V, Pelliccia V, Della Costanza M, Zaniboni M,
Castana L, Cardinale F, Lo Russo G, Cossu M. Tailored multilobar disconnective epilepsy
surgery in the posterior quadrant. J Neurosurg. 2019 Apr 26;132(5):1345-1357. doi:
10.3171/2019.1.JNS183103. 



Scorza D, Amoroso G, Cortés C, Artetxe A, Bertelsen Á, Rizzi M, Castana L, De Momi E,
Cardinale F, Kabongo L. Experience-based SEEG planning: from retrospective data to
automated electrode trajectories suggestions. Healthc Technol Lett. 2018 Sep 14;5(5):
167-171. doi: 10.1049/htl.2018.5075. 

d'Orio P, Rizzi M, Mariani V, Pelliccia V, Lo Russo G, Cardinale F, Nichelatti M, Nobili L, Cossu
M. Surgery in patients with childhood-onset epilepsy: analysis of complications and
predictive risk factors for a severely complicated course. J Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry.
2019 Jan;90(1):84-89. doi: 10.1136/jnnp-2018-318282. 

Rizzi M, Trezza A, Messina G, De Benedictis A, Franzini A, Marras CE. Exploring the brain
through posterior hypothalamus surgery for aggressive behavior. Neurosurg Focus. 2017
Sep;43(3):E14. doi: 10.3171/2017.6.FOCUS17231. 

Cardinale F, Rizzi M. Stereotactic accuracy must be as high as possible in
stereoelectroencephalography procedures. J Robot Surg. 2017 Dec;11(4):485-486. doi:
10.1007/s11701-017-0723-z. 

De Benedictis A, Trezza A, Carai A, Genovese E, Procaccini E, Messina R, Randi F, Cossu S,
Esposito G, Palma P, Amante P, Rizzi M, Marras CE. Robot-assisted procedures in pediatric
neurosurgery. Neurosurg Focus. 2017 May;42(5):E7. doi: 10.3171/2017.2.FOCUS16579. 

Cardinale F, Rizzi M, d'Orio P, Casaceli G, Arnulfo G, Narizzano M, Scorza D, De Momi E,
Nichelatti M, Redaelli D, Sberna M, Moscato A, Castana L. A new tool for touch-free patient
registration for robot-assisted intracranial surgery: application accuracy from a phantom
study and a retrospective surgical series. Neurosurg Focus. 2017 May;42(5):E8. doi:
10.3171/2017.2.FOCUS16539. 

Pinzi V, Biagioli E, Roberto A, Galli F, Rizzi M, Chiappa F, Brenna G, Fariselli L, Floriani I.
Radiosurgery for intracranial meningiomas: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Crit
Rev Oncol Hematol. 2017 May;113:122-134. doi: 10.1016/j.critrevonc.2017.03.005. 

Rizzi M, Marras CE. Deep Brain Stimulation for the Treatment of Aggressive Behaviour:
Considerations on Pathophysiology and Target Choice. Stereotact Funct Neurosurg.
2017;95(2):114-116. doi: 10.1159/000460260. 

Calandrella D, Rizzi M, Ferré FM, Romito LM. Excoriation disorder as a risk factor for deep
brain stimulation hardware removal. J Neurol Sci. 2017 Feb 15;373:342-343. doi: 10.1016/
j.jns.2017.01.034. 

Rizzi M, Penner F, Messina G, Castelli N, Franzini A, Capella GL. Painful Rosacea as a
Warning Sign of Intracranial Metastasis of Squamous Cell Carcinoma. Headache. 2016 Oct;
56(9):1514-1516. doi: 10.1111/head.12956. 

Dones I, Zanin L, Marongiu I, Levi V, Chiapparini L, Rizzi M. Severe Pain and Edema due to a
Widespread Lymphangioma: Disappearance of Symptoms and Reduction of Lesion with
Spinal Cord Stimulation. World Neurosurg. 2016 Sep;93:487.e1-3. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.
2016.06.129. 



Nowell M, Rodionov R, Zombori G, Sparks R, Rizzi M, Ourselin S, Miserocchi A, McEvoy A,
Duncan J. A Pipeline for 3D Multimodality Image Integration and Computer-assisted
Planning in Epilepsy Surgery. J Vis Exp. 2016 May 20;(111):53450. doi: 10.3791/53450. 

Cacchione A, Mastronuzzi A, Cefalo MG, Colafati GS, Diomedi-Camassei F, Rizzi M, De
Benedictis A, Carai A. Pediatric spinal glioblastoma of the conus medullaris: a case report
of long survival. Chin J Cancer. 2016 May 9;35:44. doi: 10.1186/s40880-016-0107-1. 

Rizzi M, De Benedictis A, Messina G, Cordella R, Marchesi D, Messina R, Penner F, Franzini A,
Marras CE. Comparative analysis of explanted DBS electrodes. Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2015
Dec;157(12):2135-41. doi: 10.1007/s00701-015-2572-8. 

Rizzi M, Romito LM, Messina G, Franzini A. Severe brittle dyskinesias following DBS battery
replacement. Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2015 Sep;157(8):1441-2. doi: 10.1007/s00701-015-2482-9.

Franzini A, Cordella R, Penner F, Rosa M, Messina G, Rizzi M, Nardocci N, Priori A.
Posteroventrolateral pallidotomy through implanted DBS electrodes monitored by
recording local field potentials. Br J Neurosurg. 2015;29(6):888-90. doi:
10.3109/02688697.2015.1054363. 

Rizzi M, Messina G, Penner F, D'Ammando A, Muratorio F, Franzini A. Internal Pulse
Generators in Deep Brain Stimulation: Rechargeable or Not? World Neurosurg. 2015 Oct;
84(4):1020-9. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.2015.05.028. 

Specchio N, Rizzi M, Trivisano M, Fusco L, Rebessi E, Cappelletti S, De Palma L, Villani F,
Savioli A, De Benedictis A, Marras CE, Vigevano F, Delalande O. Acute intralesional
recording in hypothalamic hamartoma: description of 4 cases. Acta Neurol Belg. 2015 Sep;
115(3):233-9. doi: 10.1007/s13760-014-0374-z. 

Penner F, Messina G, Rizzi M, Franzini A. DBS for Parkinson's disease in a HIV-positive
patient: long-term follow-up. Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2014 Aug;156(8):1513-4. doi: 10.1007/
s00701-014-2091-z. 

Marras CE, Rizzi M, Cantonetti L, Rebessi E, De Benedictis A, Portaluri F, Randi F, Savioli A,
Castelli E, Vigevano F. Pallidotomy for medically refractory status dystonicus in childhood.
Dev Med Child Neurol. 2014 Jul;56(7):649-56. doi: 10.1111/dmcn.12420. 

Messina G, Rizzi M, Dones I, Franzini A. Cosmetic posterior implant of internal pulse
generators in deep brain stimulation procedures: technical report. Neuromodulation. 2014
Dec;17(8):729-30. doi: 10.1111/ner.12156. 

Franzini A, Cordella R, Rizzi M, Marras CE, Messina G, Zorzi G, Caldiroli D. Deep brain
stimulation in critical care conditions. J Neural Transm (Vienna). 2014 Apr;121(4):391-8. doi:
10.1007/s00702-013-1122-x. 

De Benedictis A, Freri E, Rizzi M, Franzini A, Ragona F, Specchio N, Rebessi E, Casazza M,
Granata T, Marras CE. Vagus nerve stimulation for drug-resistant Epilepsia Partialis
Continua: report of four cases. Epilepsy Res. 2013 Nov;107(1-2):163-71. doi: 10.1016/
j.eplepsyres.2013.07.010. 



Rizzi M, Messina G, Castiglione M, Nazzi V, Franzini A. Intrathecal interferon-induced
seizure. Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2013 Nov;155(11):2199-200. doi: 10.1007/s00701-013-1813-y. 

Rizzi M, De Benedictis A, Marras CE, Palma P, Desiderio F, Rollo M. Ruptured dissecting
vertebrobasilar aneurysm in childhood: what is the therapeutic strategy? Pediatr
Neurosurg. 2012;48(5):313-8. doi: 10.1159/000351578. 

Franzini A, Messina G, Rizzi M, Cordella R, Mazzone P. Bilateral simultaneous implant of
electrodes within the subthalamic nucleus. Feasibility and advantages. Acta Neurochir
(Wien). 2013 Sep;155(9):1675-6. doi: 10.1007/s00701-013-1814-x. 

Marras CE, Chiesa V, De Benedictis A, Franzini A, Rizzi M, Villani F, Ragona F, Tassi L, Vignoli
A, Freri E, Specchio N, Broggi G, Casazza M, Canevini MP. Vagus nerve stimulation in
refractory epilepsy: new indications and outcome assessment. Epilepsy Behav. 2013 Sep;
28(3):374-8. doi: 10.1016/j.yebeh.2013.05.021. 

Marras C, Rizzi M, Ravagnan L, De Benedictis A, Zorzi G, Bongiorno G, Marchesi D, Messina
G, Cordella R, Franzini A. Morphological and chemical analysis of a deep brain stimulation
electrode explanted from a dystonic patient. J Neural Transm (Vienna). 2013 Oct;120(10):
1425-31. doi: 10.1007/s00702-013-1017-x. 

Messina G, Rizzi M, Cordella R, Caraceni A, Zecca E, Bussone G, Franzini A, Leone M.
Secondary chronic cluster headache treated by posterior hypothalamic deep brain
stimulation: first reported case. Cephalalgia. 2013 Jan;33(2):136-8. doi:
10.1177/0333102412468675. 

Rizzi M, Casazza M, Broggi G. Proceedings from the Workshop on Palliative Epilepsy
Surgery: Why, when, how?: Organized by Marina Casazza and Giovanni Broggi on February
2-3, 2012, in Milano, Italy. World Neurosurg. 2013 Nov;80(5):e95-9. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.
2012.10.073. 

Franzini A, Cordella R, Messina G, Marras CE, Romito LM, Albanese A, Rizzi M, Nardocci N,
Zorzi G, Zekaj E, Villani F, Leone M, Gambini O, Broggi G. Targeting the brain: considerations
in 332 consecutive patients treated by deep brain stimulation (DBS) for severe neurological
diseases. Neurol Sci. 2012 Dec;33(6):1285-303. doi: 10.1007/s10072-012-0937-9. 

Franzini A, Cordella R, Messina G, Marras CE, Romito LM, Carella F, Albanese A, Rizzi M,
Nardocci N, Zorzi G, Zekay E, Broggi G. Deep brain stimulation for movement disorders.
Considerations on 276 consecutive patients. J Neural Transm (Vienna). 2011 Oct;118(10):
1497-510. doi: 10.1007/s00702-011-0656-z. 

Marras CE, Rizzi M, Villani F, Messina G, Deleo F, Cordella R, Franzini A. Deep brain
stimulation for the treatment of drug-refractory epilepsy in a patient with a hypothalamic
hamartoma. Case report. Neurosurg Focus. 2011 Feb;30(2):E4. doi: 10.3171/2010.11. 

Marras C, Zorzi G, Lenardi C, Rizzi M, Messina G, Alimehmeti R, Nardocci N, Franzini A. Deep
brain stimulation electrode used for radiofrequency lesion of the globus pallidus internus
in dystonia. Stereotact Funct Neurosurg. 2009;87(6):348-52. doi: 10.1159/000236368. 



11/06/2021 – ATTUALE 
Componente della Commissione per la Chirurgia dell'Epilessia della LICE (Lega Italiana
Contro l'Epilessia) 

Attività di Tutor di Neurochirurghi 

Tutor del Dr Khalid Al-Orabi, neurochirurgo presso il King Abdullah Medical City, Mecca (Arabia
Saudita), fellow in chirurgia dell'epilessia presso il Centro "C.Munari" dell'ASST GOM Niguarda
(01/09/2020-31/08/2021)
Tutor del Dr Francesco Paoloni, neurochirurgo presso l'Az. Osp. di Padova, frequentatore presso il
Centro "C.Munari" dell'ASST GOM Niguarda (07/01/2020-01/03/2020)
Tutor del Dr Vamsidhar Chavakula, specializzando in neurochirurgo presso l'Harvard Medical School
(USA), frequentatore presso il Centro "C.Munari" dell'ASST GOM Niguarda (5/2/2020-5/3/2020)

01/01/2010 – ATTUALE 
Attività di servizio medico presso il comprensorio sciistico di Santa Caterina Valfurva 

Handbook of Clinical Neurology. The Human Hypothalamus: Neuropsychiatric
Disorders.Ed. Swaab. Aug 2021. Chapt 7: Posterior hypothalamus as a target in the
treatment of aggression: From lesioning to deep brain stimulation. Rizzi M, Gambini O,
Marras C 

Schmidek and Sweet: Operative Neurosurgical Techniques 2-Volume Set, 7th Edition, Ed. by
A Quinones-Hinojosa. Elsevier. April 2021. Chapter 102: "Multilobar Resection and
Hemispherectomy in Epilepsy Surgery". Cossu M, Rizzi M, Cardinale F, et al. 

Pediatric epilepsy surgery: preoperative assessment and surgical treatment, Ed. by O.
Cataltepem Jallo GI. Thieme Verlag. 2020. Chapter 39: "Surgical Management of MRI-
Negative Temporal Lobe Epilepsy", Cardinale F, d'Orio P, Rizzi M. 

Operative Techniques in Epilepsy Surgery. Ed. by Baltuch G, Cukiert A. Thieme. Jan 2020.
Chapter 5: Radiofrequency Lesions through Depth Electrodes. Rizzi M, Cossu M. 

Surgery of the Autonomic Nervous System, Ed. by Jonathan A. Hyam, Erlick A.C. Pereira,
Alexander L. Green. Oxford University Press. April 2016. Chapter 12: "Trigeminal Autonomic
Cephalagias". Messina G, Cordella R, Rizzi M, Leone M, Franzini A. 

Textbook of Cortical Brain Stimulation, Ed. by Canavero Sergio. De Gruyter Publishers.
January 2015. Chapter 11: "Movement Disorders: dystonia", Messina G, Rizzi M, Carecchio
M, Cordella R, Franzini A. 
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https://publons.com/researcher/2115484/michele-rizzi/ 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Michele-Rizzi-2 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/michele-rizzi-81b48329/ 

ATTUALE 
Attività di peer-reviewing per le seguenti riviste scientifiche 

Epilepsia
Seizure
British Journal of Neurosurgery
Computer Assisted Surgery
Journal of Neurosurgical Sciences
Neuromodulation: Technology at the Neural Interface
Journal of Affective Disorders
Operative Neurosurgery
Computer Methods and Programs in Biomedicine
Journal of Pain Research

14/10/2021 – 14/10/2021 
Premio Europeo SiNch "Beniamino Guidetti" 

Conferito in occasione del Congresso Annuale della Società Italiana di Neurochirurgia per una meritevole
pubblicazione scientifica in ambito neurochirurgico.

14/10/2020 – ATTUALE 
Vincitore del Bando di Ricerca Finalizzata "Change Promoting" "RF-2019-12370564" dal
titolo "New frontiers in drug-resistant focal epilepsies: from genetic markers of surgical
outcome to liquid biopsy", nel ruolo di ricercatore collaboratore 

03/09/2015 – 06/09/2015 
World Society for Stereotactic and Functional Neurosurgery Interim Meeting Travel Grant
Winner, Mumbai, India 

27/09/2014 – 27/09/2014 
Premio per la miglior comunicazione orale nella sessione specializzandi, Congresso
Nazionale SiNch, Vicenza 2014 

27/10/2010 – 30/10/2010 
Premio per la miglior comunicazione orale nella sessione specializzandi, Congresso
Nazionale SiNch, Milano 2010 
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Autorizzo il trattamento dei miei dati personali presenti nel CV ai sensi dell’art. 13 d. lgs. 30 giugno 2003 n. 196 - “Codice in
materia di protezione dei dati personali” e dell’art. 13 GDPR 679/16 - “Regolamento europeo sulla protezione dei dati
personali”. 
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